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Perhaps never before has the
value of membership in the
SCRS Mission
ACR and SCRS been more evident—and the active engageOur mission is to encourage and
ment of our members been
facilitate the advancement of
more critical. The ACR’s input
radiological science, the
over the last few years to the
improvement of radiological
evolving structures put in place
services to patients and the
by the Affordable Care Act has
medical community, the study of
been instrumental in protecting
the economics of radiology, the
patients’ access to appropriate
availability of postgraduate and
imaging as well as our ability to
continuing education, and the
provide it. As the tide turns in
maintenance of high medical and the wake of the 2016 federal
ethical standards in the practice of elections, we can be sure that
radiology.
the ACR will be proactive in
assuring that our profession will
be well represented as decisions
IN THIS ISSUE:
are made about the future
course and funding of
Hopes Law
2
American healthcare.
2017 Annual Meeting
2
ACR 2016 Recap
3
In just the last month, ACR
RADPAC Update
4
staff provided timely clinical
Resident & Fellows Section
and reimbursement data to
Update
4
stave off drastic cuts in the
ACR Fellows
5
Lung Cancer Screening CT pro2016-17 Exective Committee
gram proposed by CMS—a proand Councilors
5
gram that was only recently
approved after the ACR worked
tirelessly for several years finally
to have this life-saving service
covered by Medicare. ACR has
likewise persuaded CMS to

implement on January 1, 2018
as planned its requirement for
Clinical Decision Support software for advanced cross-sectional imaging studies—a program that will support clinicians
in ordering the best test at the
supplied by the ACR. This was a
right time for each patient.
first-in-the-nation provision
which the ACR has since comDuring the 2016 SC legislative
mended to other states considsession, the General Assembly
ering a version of Hope’s Law.
reached out to the SCRS
through the SCMA for expert
advice on shaping Hope’s Law
regarding the reporting of
breast density directly to mammography patients. The bill
had developed wide support
among legislators over the last
two sessions as similar laws
were passed in numerous other
states, and Dr. Shawn Conwell
(immediate past president of
SCRS) had been careful to
encourage no modality-specific
recommendations—and certainly no mandate—for followup studies. As Shawn discusses
more fully on page 2, SCRS was
able to persuade instead the
adoption of a mandate to provide patients with information
on the significance of breast
density in mammography

Needless to say, such impact by
the ACR nationally and SCRS
locally cannot occur without the
commitment of members and
the help of support staff funded by annual dues. So I would
like to sincerely thank those of
you who have faithfully supported ACR and SCRS over the
years—and challenge nonmembers in SC to step up to the
plate and join your colleagues in
supporting the consistent, effective voice of our profession
wherever it needs to be heard.
Paul D. Kountz, MD, PhD,
FACR
President

SCRS 2017 ANNUAL MEETING
March 10-12, Wild Dunes, Isle of Palms

For program information, meeting registration, and hotel reservations, visit www.scradsociety.org
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Hopes Law

C. Shawn Conwell, MD
SCRS Immediate Past President
With only a single objection,
“Hope’s law” passes the
South Carolina legislature
with near unanimity.
Hopes law adds South
Carolina to the 26 other
states who now require
breast tissue density notification to our patients. The law
sates, that in “conspicuous
language” our reports should
include the following:
“Your mammogram shows
that your breast tissue is
dense. Dense tissue is common and is not abnormal.
However, dense breast tissue
can make it harder to evaluate the results of your mammogram and may also be
associated with an increased
risk of breast cancer. This
information about the results
of your mammogram is
given to you to raise your
awareness and to inform
your conversations with your
doctor. Together, you can
decide which screening

American College of Radiology’s
options are right for you. A
report of your results was sent to voice was heard in this conversation by lobbying to include the
your physician.”
second provision of this law
which states the following:
We, at the South Carolina
Radiological Society, have fought
“Consumer or patient informavery hard on your behalf to
ensure that this language was sci- tion available from the American
entifically accurate, non partisan, College of Radiology about
breast density and mammogram
and appropriately permissive to
allow effective doctor patient con- reports” must be included in the
versation and allowances for indi- notification.
vidual patient wishes.
We commend to you the conWe have seen, over the past sever- sensus statement recognized by
the ACR and collaboratively proal years, that this bill was bound
to pass our legislature and worked duced with the Society of Breast
to make sure that it benefited our Imaging. This can be found at
patients, and not necessarily spe- www.mammographysaveslives.or
cial interests. We have worked to g by clicking on “breast tissue
ensure that modality specific lan- density and you.” This downguage was not included, prevent- loadable brochure is available in
English and in Spanish. It can
ing the boxing in of our subsebe easily printed or linked. It
quent recommendations.
provides accurate, consensus
based information on breast tisFurthermore, in order to insure
sue density.
that accurate, and up-to-date
information was given to our
patients, produced by radiologists, We welcome your feedback on
we worked to include the unique this important patient notification law.
recommendation that the

SCRS Annual Meeting 2017

Thank you to all attendees of the 2016 SCRS annual meeting. We have planned a great meeting for
2017 with distinguished faculty from around the country including Dr. Kurt Schoppe and Dr. Paul
Chang. The meeting with feature the fast paced “powerhour” format along with keynote talks from
ACR Speakers on economics and leadership. It promises to be a fun filled weekend with practical
tips to improve your practice and patient care. There will be ample opportunity to network with
other radiologists.
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Plan to attend the SCRS 2017 Annual Meeting at Wild Dunes Resort, Isle of Palms, SC, March 10-12,
2017! Register on line at scradsociety.org
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ACR 2016 Recap
Michael Brown, MD
SCRS Secretary
The 2016 ACR national meeting,
“The Crossroads of Radiology”,
was held May 15-19, 2016, in
Washington, D.C. This iteration
represented a new direction for
the ACR national meeting, shifting from a purely governance oriented meeting geared for chapter
leaders and representatives to an
inclusive meeting where continuing education, research, and governance shared center stage. The
stalwarts of previous meetings
remained: convocation of
Fellows, Moreton Lecture,
Keynote Address, Capitol Hill
Day, and ACR governance
(including elections and reference
committee discussions). New
this past year were breakout sessions for continuing education
and presentation of research,
encouraging members at large,
and not just state chapter leaders
and councilors, to attend.

onsite or through the virtual
meeting. South Carolina has a
rich tradition of leadership and
presence at these ACR meetings,
and 2016 was no exception.
Madelene Lewis, MD, held a seat
on a key reference committee.
Bayne Selby, MD, helped chair the
Southern Caucus, an important
assembly where agenda items are
discussed frankly and openly with
other chapters in our region. Paul
Kountz, MD, and the rest of the
Executive Committee of the
SCRS participated in the governance discussions, the reference
committee presentations, and the
lobbying efforts on Capitol Hill.
The SCRS has been very fortunate to have great participation
from members in training as well,
recognizing that these
Radiologists will go on to become
key leaders in the College
throughout their career.

There were 2149 attendees at the
2016 meeting, where over 100
hours of CME was available

This year will mark my 4th year of
attending the ACR national meeting. The relationships I have
Left: Drs. Jenna Bolles,
Matt Brady, Mike Brown
and Bayne Selby in front
of the US Capitol building.
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Right: Dr. Bayne Selby
posing beside the portrait
of a patriot for one of our
entries in the Hill Day
picture contest.

made, the information I have
gained, and the leaders I have
met have helped me become a
better radiologist and leader
within my practice. Everyone
has something to offer, as well
as something to gain, by participating in this meeting. The
SCRS welcomes anyone to participate in the process – all that
is required is membership in
the ACR/SCRS and a desire to
further Radiology in the medical community. If you are
interested in participating in the
ACR and SCRS, please join us
for the SCRS Annual meeting
March 10-12, 2017, in Wild
Dunes and the 2017 ACR
“Crossroads of Radiology”
Meeting in Washington, D.C.,
May 21-25, 2017. We look
forward to seeing you there.

South Carolina Radiological Society News
Winter 2017

RADPAC Update

Madelene C. Lewis, MD
SCRS President - Elect
RADPAC is the bipartisan
political action committee of
the American College of
Radiology Association
(ACR). RADPAC’s goal is to
support and elect pro-radiology candidates at the federal
level. RADPAC is the political voice of radiology on
Capitol Hill. The government relations team attends
more than 500 fundraising
events a year in Washington
D.C. in order to educate lawmakers on issues important

RADPAC has been very busy
during this election year. RADPAC leaders attended both the
Republican and Democratic
Conventions. In 2015 for the 5th
straight year, RADPAC raised
Recently RADPAC was successful more than $1.3 million from
in the MPPR rollback from 25% more than 3,000 contributors.
This moved RADPAC up to the
to 5%, which prevents approximately $400 million in future
spot of 2nd largest healthcare
imaging cuts. RADPAC was also provider PAC.
instrumental in the permanent
repeal of SGR and the
For more information on RADMammography Protections in the PAC, visit www.radpac.org.
Consolidated Appropriations Act.
to our specialty. Only 35 of the
535 members of Congress have
healthcare backgrounds-this
means the other 93% of
Congress doesn’t!

SCRS Resident & Fellow Section Update
John McGarity, DO
SCRS Resident/Fellow Section President
It has been another successful year for the SCRS
Resident and Fellow Section
(RFS). Interest in the section
has increased as the number
of trainees at MUSC continues to grow with 10 new first
year radiology residents and
the start of the dual interventional radiology/diagnostic radiology track next year.
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RFS officer elections were
held in the spring and the
newly elected officers include
Benton Johnson (Treasurer),
Allie Franklin (Secretary),
Amanda Schaefer (vice president), John McGarity (president) and Jenna Bolles (past
president). In addition, John
Hungerford represented
South Carolina serving on

the national ACR RFS election
committee.

Strategy on the Number of
RADPAC Contributors.”

During the SCRS meeting at the
Isle of Palms we hosted a round
table discussion led by Dr. Matt
Hawkins from Emory University.
We were then honored to be one
of four states to win the RADPAC March Madness fundraising
competition for the second year
in a row.

Our annual fall update and beer
tasting on Sullivans Island coincided with the final Radtoberfest
push. The event was very popular and served as an invaluable
tool to engage members and
find new leaders. We had another great performance during
Radtoberfest this year and were
recognized as a runner up.

The success of the RFS would
not be possible without the support of the SCRS Executive
Committee. Six residents, all past
and current officers, received
financial support to attend the
ACR 2016 meeting in Washington
D.C. They presented a poster at
the meeting titled “Effect of
Implementing a Fundraising

I am honored to serve as the
president of the SCRS RFS
chapter and I am grateful for the
opportunities I have been given.
Thank you for your continued
support!
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ACR Fellows

Nancy C. Walborn, CMP
SCRS Executive Director
the ACR can bestow, ACR
Fellows demonstrate a history of
service to the College, organized
radiology, teaching and/or
research. Of the approximately
10% of ACR members who
achieve this distinction, currently
forty-two are in South Carolina.

Every man owes a part of his time
and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No man
has a moral right to withhold his
support from an organization that is
striving to improve conditions within
his sphere.
Theodore Roosevelt

Having worked for associations
for more than thirty years and
having benefitted personally from
the professional organizations of
which I am a member, I cannot
underscore Roosevelt’s comments
more strongly. Professional societies like the SCRS and the ACR
exist for the benefit and improvement of their members and profession. Whether or not you are a
member, you are a beneficiary.
Every occupation has individuals
who excel in their support for and
contribution to their profession.
ACR recognizes those in radiology,
radiation oncology and medical
physics by naming them fellows of
ACR. One of the highest honors

The requirements for fellowship
have changed over the years since
the first fellows were inducted in
1924. The ACR Board of
Chancellors continues to clarify
and redefine the requirements
based on changes in the environment and profession. Current
requirements include having been
a member of ACR and a chapter
for 10 consecutive years, service
to organized medicine, notably
ACR at the chapter and national
level(s) or other local, state,
regional or national medical
organizations; significant scientific or clinical research in the field
of radiology, radiation oncology,
medical physics, or significant
contributions to literature;
and/or outstanding service as

teacher of radiology, radiation
oncology or medical physics.
Physicians or medical physicists who excel in any or all of
these areas may be nominated.
Nominations are made to state
chapter leadership who confirm a nominee’s qualifications
to the ACR Committee on
Fellowship Credentials.

about becoming a fellow of
ACR visit acr.org. Information
about the award can be found in
the awards and recognition section under the membership tab.
You may also contact Dallas
Lovelace, III, MD, FACR, SCRS
Fellowship Committee chair at
DWLovelace@regmed.com.

Five members of the SC
Radiological Society will walk
as new fellows at the 2017
ACR Convocation. They are
Susan J. Ackerman, MD, John
J. Daly, Jr., MD, Naveen Parti,
MD, James G. Ravenel, MD,
and Joseph Schoepf, MD.
When you meet a colleague
with the FACR designation
after his/her name, know that
you have met one of the 10%
who have excelled at supporting and improving the profession to the benefit of all who
are engaged in it.
For additional information

Contact SCRS:
Nancy C. Walborn, CMP
Executive Director
1214 Henderson Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.765.1498 office
803.673.1854 cell
803.254.2993 fax

scradsoc@gmail.com

2016-2017 SCRS Executive Committee
Paul Kountz, MD, PhD,
FACR, President

Madelene Lewis, MD
Vice President
Medical University of SC
lewism@musc.edu

Carolina Radiology Associates
doctormikebrown@gmail.com

Matthew Brady, MD
Treasurer

Shawn Conwell, MD
Immediate Past President

John McGarity, DO
RFS President

Upstate Carolina Radiology
ACRKountz@ucrad.com

Roper Radiologists
bradym75@gmail.com

Carolina Radiology Associates
sconwell34@gmail.com

Michael Brown, MD
Secretary

Medical University of SC
mcgaritj@musc.edu

2016-2017 SCRS Councilors to ACR
Paul Kountz, MD, PhD, FACR
Upstate Carolina Radiology
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Madelene Lewis, MD
Medical University of SC

Naveen Parti, MD
GHS UMG Radiology

Michael Brown, MD
Carolina Radiology Associates
Alternate Councilors: Matthew Brady, MD, Russell Chapin, MD, Dallas Lovelace,III, MD, FACR,
Bayne Selby, MD, and M. Bret Anderson, MD.

